vi                 .            PREFACE.
able monograph on Sixtus V. before me, I have found Moritz Brosch's Gfeschichte des Kirchenstaates (1880) a most useful manual of the history of Papal government in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Of late the attempt has been made to treat the movement of the Counter-Reformation after a more concentrated fashion; but, unfortunately for me, Mau-renbrecher's GescJiichte der KatJiolischen Reformation (1880) has not yet advanced beyond its first volume (up to the death of Clement VII.). On the other hand, Martin Philippson's Contre-Bfaolution Eeligieuse (1884), which concludes with the dissolution of the Council of Trent, is complete within its limits ; but my attention was not directed to this work till I was revising the first draft of my own little volume, which I hope has benefited from M. Philippson's lucid exposition. Prom Mr. J. A. Symonds' two volumes on The Catholic Reaction (which form the final portion of his Renaissance in Italy), I could not, though joining issue with some of his conclusions, fail to derive many valuable hints. There can be no necessity for reciting here the authorities, old and new, on such special parts of my subject as the Council of Trent, the Spanish Mystics, the Edict of Restitution, and the like. A bibliography of the history of the Counter-Reformation might indeed be a welcome gift to students, but if offered here, it would be out of place, or at least out of proportion.                                          A. W. "W,
MANCHESTER, March 22, i8SS.